5 July 2024

€9%  Newsletter

FREE SCHOOL

4 .

CONGRATULATIONS TO AkL
gOF OUR AWARD WINNERS!




I Foreign

Yesterday we celebrated the achievements and talents of 166 award winners. It was a special evening,
attended by students and their families, and one that is so important in our school’s culture and ethos.
We were treated to a number of music and drama performances during the event which was a real
highlight. Students and their families left with big smiles and a real sense of pride.

As we near the end of a busy year, it is so important to stop and celebrate everything that our students
have achieved. We did that yesterday evening, and we could not be prouder!

Thank you to everyone who attended and made the evening a success.

'_-1F-Iﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂnmﬁ—

BRISTOL. §

B FREE SCHOOL




N—

. J

[ TELL SOMEONE h

Please remember, any safeguarding and
well-being concerns can be shared with us
by emailing:

tellsomeone@bristolfreeschool.org.uk
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80% attendance
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Studybugs ®

NEW PENALTY NOTICES FOR
UNAUTHORISED LATES AND ABSENCES
FROM SEPTEMBER 2024

From September 2024, penalty notices will be £80 per parent per
child (if paid within 21 days, rising to £160 if paid between 21 and 28
days). A second penalty notice within a rolling three-year period will
be £160 per parent per child. Unpaid penalty notices will be
considered for prosecution. A third penalty notice within three years
cannot be issued, so prosecution or parenting orders will be
considered as alternatives. Prosecution can lead to fines of £2500 or
3-months imprisonment. 8 or more unauthorised marks within a ten-
week period may result in a penalty notice being issued.

J



https://bristolbeacon.org/learn-to-play/

LITTERING ON
CONCORDE DRIVE

Please can we remind all student and parents/carers
to be mindful of our local residents. There has been
an increased amount of litter left behind on Concorde
Drive after our students have left for the day.

Please take everything with you and dispose of it

appropriately.
Thank you.

LITTERING
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House Points

A close week with Durdham House
taking the top spot!

There is all to play for next week at

BLAISE
a Sports Day.
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769 POINTS @ 755 POINTS 664 POINTS




Mock General Election

Yesterday saw BFS run its second ever Mock General Election. We decided to run candidates for the Labour,
Conservative, Reform, Liberal Democrat and Green parties, however we anonymised the party policies as we
wanted students to vote for the policy not the party.
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Each tutor group represented a constituency, and we used the current voting system of ‘First Past the Post’
meaning we had a ‘winner takes all' result for each tutor group. Our students will be discussing the pros and
cons of this at a later date.

Our Head students, Phoebe, Hodan, Alex, James and Nushanti, did an incredible job of selecting which policies
they wanted to campaign on and then creating a video whereby they canvassed the remaining BFS students
for their votes.

The Year 12 politics class, Alp, Will, Lilly, Elshba, Jemie, Tommy and Isaac were superb at running the polling
station and really grew into their roles as the day went on. Despite the windy conditions, an incredible 851
students voted today giving us a turnout of 88%. As with the real election, we did have some spoilt ballot
papers.

This has been a fantastic opportunity for students to understand how democracy works and for them to
actively participate in such an important process. Results are as follows (We were all really excited to see
whether our election would mirror the results in Bristol North West).

|

Party B |Party C| Party D | Party E
129 58 170 279

3 1 5 20




@s been an honour to work with you aII.Q

have faced immense challenges and have faced
them with your shoulders back and head held
high. Go forward, enjoy the next phase of your
life, live it with purpose and be yourself!

Mr Smith /

Coodbae Vear 13

This week, Year 13 students celebrated their seven-year journey with us at our Leaver's Assembly and Quiz, and
then at their Summer Ball at Leigh Court. It was great to see the students again after their hard work throughout
exam season.

In the morning, students joined us for our Leaver's Assembly and Quiz. We were able to reveal the student poll
winners for categories as diverse as 'most likely to cure a disease', 'most likely to become prime minister' and 'best
car'. We also displayed a reel of student photos and videos from across their time at BFS and as babies (thank you
parents/carers for secretly sending them in!). Of course, no BFS Leaver's Assembly would be complete without the
Year 13 premiere screening of our Leaver's Song! Then followed the quiz - at which the teacher's team placed
outside the top three(!).

It was a real pleasure to celebrate with them in this way and to say our goodbyes. The DJ and the venue staff were
very complimentary of the students’ enthusiasm and attitude - well done all for representing our school so well.

Of course, it is really only 'goodbye for now' as we will see them on Thursday 15 August for Results Day and we will
be sure to stay in touch with them as BFS alumni.
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e t‘ ' Mrs King’s Top Tips!
au ' u pap— Be patient - things might not happen

immediately. Take your time to figure it out.

Be true to who you are - you will be your
happiest if you are being yourself!
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Sports Leaders

Our Sports Leaders embarked on supporting EImlea's sports days on the 1 and 2 July. Both mornings
consisted of our leaders running a variety of different stations and track events. The atmosphere was electric
with many parents and staff in attendance. As always, our leaders were an asset to BFS. A special shout out
to our Year 10s who have been fundamental in supporting sports days and similar events over the last three
years in our community. Bethan, Maddie, Laura, Charlotte, Eden, Isla, Josh, Archie and Hugo - you have been
amazing!

September will see ten new positions open up to our new year 8 students. The application process will be
posted in tutor slides at the end of September.

#BFSCommunity

Year 9 Rounders

Our team played OSB in the quarter finals at Greenway on Thursday 27 June. They were slightly nervous with
the anticipation of knowing what was to come next and the eagerness to get into the semifinals, however
they performed exceptionally well!

They listened to Miss Slater's advice and guidance for tactics, demonstrating their fielding abilities superbly
by backing up on 2nd and 4th to stop points and support one another, as well as Sophie attempting a spin
bowl to add some flavour to the flight and movement of the ball, which enabled a few high balls to be caught
by the team!

So much so, they took the win of 14.5 to 9.5 rounders, with OSB having all students out in both innings. The
team are now through to the semi-finals and they wait in anticipation to find out who they play....

You did it!




ol

tenderness and heart” - .

v

ITion

7o)
£
<C
W)
L
)
¥




School Attendance: The law is changing

From 19th August 2024

Penalty Notice Fines for School Attendance are changing

The government is introducing a new National Framework for Penalty Notices

5 days of unauthorised absence

Penalty Notice fines may be issued for any term-time
absences that are unauthorised (for example, a 5-day term-
time holiday) - whether these absences are taken
consecutively or cumulatively over a rolling period of 10
school weeks

10 sessions of unauthorised absence in any 10-week

First Offence

The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for a Term-Time
Leave of Absence or irregular attendance, the amount will
be:

£160 per parent, per child (if paid within 28 days)

Reduced to: £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days

period

Penalty Notice fines will also be considered when there have
been 10 sessions of unauthorised absence in any rolling
period of 10 school weeks

A school day has 2 sessions:
1 morning and 1 afternoon session per day

A school week means any week in which there is at least one

school session. The threshold can be met with any
combination of unauthorised absence (e.g. 6 sessions of
holiday plus 4 sessions of arriving late after the register closes
all within 10 school weeks). These sessions can be consecutive
(e.g. 10 sessions of holiday in one week) or not (e.g. 6 sessions
of unauthorised absence taken in 1 week and 1 per week for
the next 4 weeks). The period of 10 school weeks can also
span different terms or school years (e.g. 2 sessions of
unauthorised absence in the Summer Term and a further 8

within the Autumn Term).

What is a Penalty Notice?

A Penalty Notice is an out of court settlement which is
intended to change behaviour without the need for criminal
prosecution. If repeated penalty notices are being issued and
they are not working to change behaviour they are unlikely to
be most appropriate tool. Therefore, from August 2024, only
2 Penalty Notices can be issued to the same parent in respect
of the same child within a 3-year rolling period and any second
Penalty Notice within that period is charged at a higher rate.
Any further offences may result in criminal prosecution.

The law will be clear that where a Penalty Notice threshold is
met — in each individual case, the school must consider if a
Penalty Notice is appropriate

Second Offence (in a 3-year rolling period)

The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for a Term-Time
Leave of Absence or irregular attendance to the same parent
for the same child the amount will be:

£160 per parent, per child {if paid within 28 days)

There is no reduction in the amount.

Third Offence or Any Further Offences

(in a 3-year rolling period)
The third time an offence is committed for a Term-Time

Leave of Absence or irregular attendance by the same parent
for the same child (including those by other Local
Authorities) a Penalty Notice will NOT be issued but will be
referred to Bristol City Council’s Education Welfare service
for Prosecution which may result in fines of upto £2,500 per
parent, per child.

Cases found guilty in a Magistrate’s Court can show on a
parent’s future DBS certificate.

Bristol City Council have the discretion to issue Penalty
Notice fines before the above threshold is met in cases
where parents are deliberately avoiding the national
threshold by taking several term time holidays below the
threshold, or for repeated absences for birthdays or other
family events.

Unchanged

Penalty Notice fines are issued Per Parent, Per child. This
means that fines are issued to each parent, for each child
who is absent. For example: If 2 siblings are absent for a
term-time holiday this will result in each parent receiving 2
separate fines.
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Staff and Governors at BFS are determined to ensure that every student at our school has access to an enriched
education with inspiring curricular and extra-curricular opportunities. Through our BFS Promise, we offer a
huge range of additional opportunities for all our students as they progress through the school.

Funding in schools has been under increasing pressure for
several years now and we work tirelessly, with less resources, to
provide the best possible experiences for your children. It is
increasingly challenging to continue to deliver and improve on
the additional experiences and opportunities we offer.

With this in mind, we are re-launching the BFS Fund to
help us provide some of those extras that make all the
difference to school life, that we otherwise may not
afford. BFS fund will go towards improving our school
environment and sustaining our wide range of extra-
curricular and enrichment activities.

Initiatives include:

e Improvement of social spaces e.g. landscaping and outdoor
furniture and equipment for social times

e Grounds development projects such as sports spaces and
outside environmental classroom/garden

e Collapsed curriculum days and visiting agencies

e Special visitors/speakers/authors

e Performing arts workshops and visiting theatre groups

e Additional/specialist arts, crafts & technology materials

e Resources for extra-curricular clubs and activities such as
gardening club

* Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) activities

What do we ask parents to contribute?

We suggest £10 a month as a voluntary contribution but if you would like to

pay more (or less), we are very happy to receive any amount that parents can
afford, and think is appropriate. We are also very pleased to receive one-off
donations. Any donation will be much appreciated and will make a difference.



https://donate.justgiving.com/donation-amount?uri=aHR0cHM6Ly9kb25hdGUtYXBpLmp1c3RnaXZpbmcuY29tL2FwaS9kb25hdGlvbnMvMWUxMzQ5YTA3ODNlNGVhM2JhMzcxMDg5NWFhYjY1NDY/aXNDaGVja291dEFwaT10cnVl
https://donate.justgiving.com/donation-amount?uri=aHR0cHM6Ly9kb25hdGUtYXBpLmp1c3RnaXZpbmcuY29tL2FwaS9kb25hdGlvbnMvNDdiZWI4Nzg4MDNkNDg1MWJmZDQ3YzA0NDNjOTJhODc/aXNDaGVja291dEFwaT10cnVl

COMMUNITY AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

U13'S YOUTH FOOTBALL TEAM

CHILDREN CURRENTLY IN YEAR 6 & 7
THURSDAY 6-7PM SESSIONS
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SOUTHMEAD ATHLETIC YOUTH

PENPARK SPORTS PAVILION, BS10
’ PLEASE DM US FOR MORE INFO OR

4" YOUTHCHAIR@SOUTHMEADCS.CO.UK

IF YOU ARE YE/
WANT TO FIND O

BWF.
EMAIL.

Contact Simon (U16 coach):
showker@hotmail.com
Our website is blufc.com

JOIN
u3s

U15°S YOUTH FOOTBALL TEAM

CHILDREN CURRENTLY IN YEAR 9
WEDNESDAYS 6-7PM SESSIONS

SOUTHMEAD ATHLETIC YOUTH

’ PENPARK SPORTS PAVILION, BS10 6WF.

JOIN
U15'S

PLEASE DM US FOR MORE INFO OR EMAIL.
47/ YOUTHCHAIR@SOUTHMEADCS.CO.UK

We still have tickets available
for Transitioning to
Secondary Schooll

-4 Bristol Parert
Carer Forum

We still have tickets available for our online session on
Transitioning to Secondary School with Laura Douglass
and Emily Marquez-Vega from Bristol City Council's
Educational Psychology team, on Thursday 11 July, 2024
at 7:30PM. Book here.

If you would like information and support to help your
child transition to Secondary School then join Laura,
Emily and Bristol Parent Carers for this informative
event.


https://bristolparentcarers.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d0b2be1e3a3cf948286502d5f&id=c2b0af9bee&e=d6ab4d86c9
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COMMUNITYSAND ANNOUNCEMENTS

smis) AUTISM & ADHD

FIND OUT

Mo INFO SESSION

Come along to hear from Sirona Care and
Health and the Integrated Care Board for an
update on The Neurodiversity Transformation

Online, Zoom

= uy 11th BAWA Leisure, C
0 AT -lo_-l oy, Southmead Rd

A Q) Srerronum W Bristol Autism Support




