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il Dear parents, carers and students /// %&\\ .

. DRAMA AND || PARENT SURVEY
wustc showeask B o e

the Parent Survey results that we
The Drama and Music Showcase

did in November (see next page). '
R . More detailed feedback about our *
was another highlight this week. A next steps will be shared next
big thank you to all the friends and e 7 & e @y
families who supported the event.
| was so proud of the talent and

bravery of our young people, THANK Yuu' .

performing in front of a full Drama
Finally, | would like to say a big

Hall. A big shout out for Mrs
Jerome, Mrs Kennard and Mrs thank you to parents and carers
for your support over the last 12

Humpbhries too. It was a wonderful
el Wl o EpEr months. What contributes to BFS'
success is the positive

CHRISTMAS I.UNBH partnerships it has with families »

)
On Wednesday, the Innovate team and the wider community. We feel
cooked a fantastic Christmas

your warmth and supportand .
di . that really helps us do our job.
inner and homemade Christmas
Pudding. Thank you to Ann and
her great catering team.

P BT AL ‘lw

This week we have thrown ourselves
into the festive spirit!

We have had so much fun visiting
and judging the tutor decorating
competition. | was lucky enough to
judge 9TG2 who had a real snow
flurry, and an elf and Rudolf

0 welcome as we entered! Once
inside, there were wonderful
decorations and Mr Harris dressed
up as Father Christmas. It was
* honestly the most fun | have had in

& ages!

.
.
® e

| wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and we look forward to *
welcoming students back in 2024. -

—

Remember, school returns on
Wednesday 3 January - early this
year!

THANK YOU T0 ALL

WHO DONATED LOVELY
GIFTS FOR OUR STAFF THIS

We sold over 800 servings of the
Christmas lunch and students
enjoyed themselves wearing their
Christmas jumpers! | would like to
thank all the donations we
received on Wednesday which will
be used to support the challenging
work of the Red Cross. This was a
charity chosen by our student
parliament who wanted us to do
something positive for the
innocent victims of recent conflicts.




PARENT SURVEY NOVEMBER 2023

Thank you to all parents and carers who
found the time to complete the November
Parent Survey. We had 330 responses which W i
is down from previous years and may reflect : o
how busy everyone now is. | am sharing the ® o
graphs from the survey and will speak in ki
more detail at the mid-year Headteacher Live [,
update about the more nuanced feedback.
The main themes for us to focus on are 2. How would you rate your child's overall experience in schoel at the moment?

around communication regarding your child's

progress and widening participation in our : . "
. Viery gooe 134
enrichment offers. = -
3. How often is your child reading outside of school? et "
Very poor 2

Daily

Weakly M4 ‘\‘ 4. How safe do you feel your child is in school?

@
a
@ Manthly
@
@

1. What school year is your child in?

Yearky 2 . Very safe
Newver 2 Somewhat safe
Meither safe nor ungafe
5. How good is the quality of teaching your child is receiving?

Somewhat unsafe

Viery unsafe

@ Excellent

@ very good “' 6. Please indicate what you think about the amount of homework your child
® oo i is set.

@ Foor @ rotenough 3

. Very poar . About right 22 ‘

. Could be maore

7. How good is student behaviour in our school? @ Tomuch

. Excellent
. Very good

. Good 3
. Extremely well 65
@ roor ‘
. Someehat well
@ very poor 2
. Mewiral
. Someedhat not well

. Extremely not well

8. How well do you understand the progress your child is making at school?

@ More than once a week

@ Onceaveek 5 10. How good is communication from school?

@ infrequentty 12 @ Ecellent 57

Never fery good

] v i 104

® Good 130
15. How eco-friendly is our school? @ Foor

. Viery poar

l. Very eco-friendly

. Maoderately eco-friendly

@ Mot very eco-friendly

'. Mat at all eco-friendly

. Is becoming more eco-friendly
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[z cRDBURY WORLD TRIP! msms

Year 9 went on a chocolate-filled trip to Cadbury World! They were able to explore how chocolate is
manufactured, marketed, and researched. They also found out about the story behind Cadbury and were
able to experience the Cadabra ride and 4D cinema which took them through a ‘wonderland’ of chocolate
[ ]
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BFS Student Uoice

Benjamin Zephaniah

Benjamin Obadiah Igbal Zephaniah was a British writer, poet, and actor. He was born on 15 April 1958
and peacefully passed on the 7 December 2023 at the age of 65.

Bejamin was dyslexic
and he attended an
approved school but
left aged 13, unable to
read or write. He
persevered and
discovered his love for
the written word.
Zephaniah was given
an old, manual
typewriter to begin his
passion for writing.

He began performing
at demonstrations,
youth gatherings and

outside police stations.

“I was a big protester,

not just against racism
but also apartheid. We

are a multicultural
society, but the

institutions must catch
up with us,” he said in

2019.

Zephaniah’s first piece of
poetry to be published

was ‘Pen Rhythm.’

Zephaniah has said that
his mission was to fight
the dead image of poetry
in academia, and to "take
it everywhere" to people
who do not read books.

He turned poetry

readings into concert-like

performances.

His poetry often
directly responded to
historical and current

events. His second
poetry collection, ‘The

Dread Affair’, was
published in 1985 and

featured several poems

attacking the British
legal system.

His influence on
young people’s
minds is huge and
will be
remembered with
his poetry works
and novels at BFS.

He was known all
over the world for
his creative talents.
He released several

collections
including ‘Talking
Turkeys’, ‘Inna
Liverpool’ and
‘School’s Out’.

Turning his attention to
acting, Zephaniah also
played the role of Jeremiah
“Jimmy” Jesus in ‘Peaky
Blinders’, appearing in 14
episodes. Upon hearing
the news of his death, co-
star Cillian Murphy said
that he was “so saddened”
by this news, adding:
“Benjamin was a truly
gifted and beautiful
human being — a
generational poet, writer,
musician and activist. A
proud Brummie and a
Peaky Blinder.”

written by Lamis, Year 11




The Shortlist for the Bristol Teen Book
Award has been announced and we are | :
encouraging our students, particularly the ' e
Year 10's and 11's to help with our il 5%1"‘
nomination. With a mixture of genres from =] {
the Romantic to the Horror, there will be
something for everyone to enjoy.

How to get involved:
Read any title from the list, if you liked it
and believe it to be award worthy come
and register your vote with a member of
the LRC team. Read two or more titles and b

% - —
7=

vote for your favourite. -EMILY BARR

AT O AU SISELAIR TR S NS 108 k]

Who decides on the Winner?

All of the participating Bristol Schools have
until the end of January to register their
nomination with the BTBA committee -

The book with the most BFS votes will be
the choice we put forward.

The Awards Ceremony
Once the voting has closed the committee
will announce the winner at a special
celebration ceremony due to take place at
Orchard school in February. It is hoped
that several of the nominated Authors will
attend.

Please note that the list of nominated
Novels includes several that have been
recommended as being appropriate for

over 14s or 16s which is why we are asking
our older students to participate.However,
pupils from the younger years are
welcome to take part if parents/careers
are aware and approve of their reading
choices.

With books making an excellent Christmas =)

gift or stocking filler, now is the perfect ﬁdé{ ”\@é

time to replenish your child’s reading :
collection!
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The Year 7 Netball Team took to the courts one last time this term
on Thursday 30 November for the North Bristol Schools Netball
Festival. Entering two teams to compete against the other local
schools on a very cold wintery day, both teams performed with

confidence, resilience and team spirit. Each team played multiple
games and there were some wins, draws and losses. As the
afternoon progressed, they continued to improve and adapt to their
opponents. By the end of the day BFS walked away with 1st and 4th
place which is an incredible achievement for two teams who have
only been playing for a short time. It has been a pleasure to watch
the squad grow and develop and | can't wait for them to be back on
the courts next year. Well done Year 7 Netball Team!




s amananol SUGCESS IN BEBRAS COMPETITION!

Bebras Competition is one of the most recognised competitions in the field of Computer Science, organised
by Oxford University. 61 Students are qualified for next round of Oxford University Computing Challenge
and will receive certificates - congratulations to all the qualified students and well done to all students for

participation! All students will receive their certificates in class.

Students from all around the Juniors (10-12)
world participated in Bebras
Competition this year. More
than 87000 students
participated in Junior category,
155000 in Inter category, 29000
and 10000 students
participated in seniors and elite
category respectively in the UK.

Seniors (14-16)

More than 650 students from
BFS participated in Bebras
Competition this year, with the
61 qualifying students being in
the top 10% in the UK! To right
are our statistics compared to
Bristol Schools, and nationally!

WHOLE S[:@Hﬂlll
@ George A ” Henry D ’ :
@Piér)s (.’_‘ ) ( ) (1) Theo BR‘ ).

@Pippa C () "3 Rosie D ’ \ "3, Isaac) () - A Lucy H (x) ’

YEAR 9 SENIQR CATEGORY ELITE EATEGURY -
@ George A( )@ Henry D ( ) P'PPa : () Harry = n ‘

L\; Dreters (- ) Daney () @it () ?
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" Parents said they “really enjoyed” the
’ performance and “could tell that
there was a lot of hard work that
went into it” - well done to all
students and staff involved!




Routes into 5TEM is an experience that provides an amazing opportunity to help students
understand the different routes to further 5STEM education and career pathways.

Who is it for?

Students in Year 9 and 10 who are interested in finding out
more about STEM careers. Students should also be within

What our students say

T loved everything about the course
especially the hrands on experiences™

ane-hour of travel distance of locations.

What is involved?

= A three-day local experience that includes a day in a
college, a day in a university and a day at a STEM company
local to them

» Students will explore STEM careers, participate in

“The course was fun, I met alot of
fike minded peoplel™

100% felt that they had improved
their skills and knowledge by
taking part in the Routes into
5TEM experience

interactive workshops, site tours and hear from young
professionals

What are the outcomes?
100% of students would

» Gain first-hand information and experience hands on recommend the course to a friend

activities at STEM educational providers and companies to il family member
make informed decisions about their future

* (0 on campus tours and get thinking about future studies
in a mature and informed manner

» Speak with apprentices/graduates about their experiences

» Develop valuable skills such as presentation skills, team-building. and social skills, and see how
they can be applied to their CV, Application Form or Personal 5tatement
» Become a Bronze Industrial Cadet

Bristol dates & locations

* Tuesday 13th February 2024 - College Day - TBC
« Wednesday 14th February 2024 - University Day - TBC
* Thursday 15th February 2024 - 5TEM Company Day - TBC

Cost / Funding

£175 for all 3 days. Bursary places are available, to
indicate your interest simply select the option on our
application form.

To apply. please visit our website here.
or scan the QR code!



https://www.etrust.org.uk/f2f-routes-into-stem

FITNESS, NUTRITION.
AND SOCIAL

CRUSH THOSE WINTER FITNESS GOALS WITH OUR AWESOME FULLY
FUNDED DROP-IN SESSIONS AT HENBURY LEISURE CENTRE!

JOIN US FOR A FUN AND EMPOWERING EXPERIENCE WHERE YOU CAN
USE FITNESS EQUIPMENT IN DESIGNATED GENDER AREAS, GIVING YOU
THE SPACE TO BOOST
YOUR CONFIDENCE ON YOUR FITNESS JOURNEY! DROPIN FORA
CHAT OR USE THE EQUIPMENT AS YOU PLEASE.

IT'S THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO WORK ON YOUR GOALS IN A
SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT.

AGES 14-16
18TH & 19TH DECEMBER 2PM - 6PM

20TH & 21ST DECEMBER 1.30-5.30

22ND DECEMBER 2PM - 6PM

s
N7
‘\0 0 SOCIAL

PERSONAL A warm social
space for all to

TRAINING chat, do crafts and

DROP IN WHENEVER YOU WANT

G Optional use of on- get fit
site personal trainer
FOOD to assist with
program planning
Food stations to and exercises,

making your fitness

make a protein _
journey

packed lunch

EMAIL INFO@PRO-COACHING.CO.UK FOR A CODE TO JOIN




